"Mine Lives: Death and Lite in New Orleans’
By Dan Baum (Random House, $26)

Baum’'s coverage ot Hurncane Katnina and 1ts aftermath tor The New Yorker remair
stunning achievement, as well as being the definitive account ot the disaster. As hy
observed New Orleans and 1its people, he looked beyond the devastation to ask wh
citizens ot the region are so emotionally attached to a place, which even betore the
was one of the most cormupt, impovenshed, and violent comers of Amenca. In doc
the lives of nine people over four decades bracketed by two major storms, Hurmcar
which struck the Gult Coast in the 1960s, and the more recent Katnina, he found nc
what was lost in the storms but also what was saved. This incredible book 15 50

well-written, 1t will leave you breathless.



